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UNIVERSITY OF BRASILIA 
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  
DOCTORATE AND MASTER PROGRAM IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
COURSE: THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM IN THE 
ANTHROPOCENE, FOCUS IN THE 2010’s   
(Registration in the course through several codes 
belonging to IREL-POS, consult secretary of the 
Program) 
 
PRINCIPAL PROFESSOR: DR. EDUARDO VIOLA, 
Full Professor UNB and Researcher 1B at CNPq  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR: DR. MATIAS FRANCHINI, 
Post Doctorate Researcher at IREL 
 
SCHEDULE: WEDNESDAYS FROM 17:00 HS TO 
21:00HS; first class: March 21st 
2018/1  
 
SYLLABUS  
Classes will be developed fully in English, 
however students that don’t feel confortable 
enough in their command of English (don’t need 
to be perfect English at all) could participate in 
Portuguese, professor answers will be always in 
English.  Final paper should be written in English, 
except in cases of students that don’t have enough 
fluency, in whose case could be written in 
Portuguese.  The content and assignments of this 
program were elaborated in January 2017 for 
using in 2017/1 Semester. They will be 
moderately updated in order take in 
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consideration the deep transformations 
happened between January 2017 and February 
2018. The updated version will be distributed in 
the first class, March 21.  
 
1. GENERAL CONTENT 
 
1- The Global Liberal Order in the Anthropocene 
 
1. 1. The transition from the Holocene to the 
Anthropocene. The great acceleration since 1950: 
population, natural resources, energy, land use 
change, fossil fuels, GDP, transportation. Humanity as 
main driver of changes on Planet Earth.  The 
International System in the Anthropocene. The 
expansion (1989-2013) and stagnation/decline 
(2014-2017) of the global liberal order.  Are we going 
to a China/Asia centric world? 
 
1.2. The systems of world power in the past three 
decades. The system in 
1990-2008: Uni-multipolar system with acceleration 
and intensification of globalization, great transition 
from industrial society to the information/knowledge 
society; high carbon intensive economic growth, 
deregulation of global financial markets and 
hegemony of market democracies (mixed economies 
with strong dominance of the market over the state). 
 
 
1.3. The structure of the international system since 
2008 
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1.3.1. Inter-state transition West/East and diffusion 
of power to non-state actors. Transformations in 
mixed economies with a slight increase in the relative 
importance of states and slight decrease in relative 
importance of markets. Growing centrality of Climate 
Change and slow Transition to Low Carbon Economy. 
International System under conservative hegemony. 
Deepening of Network Society. The Fourth Industrial 
Revolution and huge impact of Artificial Intelligence: 
second generation robotics, mega-data processing, 
data science, machine learning and deep machine 
learning. Increasing gap between high-skilled/high 
pay jobs and low-skilled/low pay jobs. Destruction of 
middle skilled jobs. The accelerated expansion of 
Artificial Intelligence in 2015-17.  
Economic openness and intensive development of 
Global Value Chains. Attempts by countries to rise in 
positions in global value chains. Most powers 
increasingly interdependent and globalized. The Neo-
nationalist reaction against deep globalization: 
Putin’s Russia, Trump’s America, Brexit, Xenophobic 
nationalism growing in the European Union.  
Five kinds of political orders: Democracies, Hybrids, 
Authoritarians, Totalitarians and Semi-anarchies.  
 
1.3.2. Two types of powers: 
 
Great Powers Hierarchy: US, China, EU (+ 
Switzerland, Norway and UK), Russia, Japan and 
India.  
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Middle Powers: Brazil, South Korea, North Korea, 
Turkey, Canada, Mexico, Israel, Iran, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Australia and Indonesia 
 
Other Relevant Countries: Colombia, Venezuela, 
Argentina, Chile, UAE, Egypt, Nigeria, South Africa, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia and 
Philippines. 
 
1.3.3. Three large arenas: 
Security Uni-Multipolar: USA, China, Russia, EU, Japan 
and India, with strong American superiority. 
 
Economic / Energy / Climate. Multipolar: USA, 
European Union, China, Japan, India, Russia, Brazil, 
South Korea, Canada, Mexico and Saudi Arabia, with 
the centrality of the first four. 
 
Non-state: multiple networks, organizations and 
global dynamics with multiple agents. 
 
1.3.4. Three Alternative Future Scenarios with 
heuristic value: 
 
a- Optimistic Scenario. Deepening globalization with 
increased cooperation and build up of global 
governance mainly in the areas of economy / finance, 
climate / energy, pandemics and international 
protection of human rights. Very low probability by 
early 2017.  
 
b- Intermediate Scenario. Limited growth of conflict 
in the international system: rising geopolitical 
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conflicts, spread terrorism, national and transnational 
organized crime and growing number of countries in 
semi-anarchical situation; deterioration of human 
rights; limited international cooperation to mitigate 
climate change and strong increase in human 
suffering and material losses derived from extreme 
weather events. High probability by early 2017.  
 
c- Pessimistic Scenario. Strong increase in conflict in 
the international system with stagnation or partial 
reversal of globalization: increasing trade and 
financial protectionism; multiplication of extreme 
weather events, major geopolitical conflicts, extended 
impact of global terrorism and organized crime; many 
countries in semi-anarchical situation and 
humanitarian/human rights disasters. Possibility of 
military skirmishes / limited wars in the center of the 
system: 1- Iran-Russia / Saudi Arabia-Turkey-Israel-
USA; 2- China / Japan-Vietnam-Taiwan, Philippines-
USA;  3- Russia / Ukraine-NATO;  4- North Korea-
China / South Korea/USA/Japan; 5- India / Pakistan.  
Medium probability by early 2017.  
 
 
 
2. The production of affluence and the expectation 
of prosperity as pillars of globalization. 
 
2.1. The obsolescence of UN classification in 
developed and developing countries. The world's 
division in terms of affluence into four major types of 
countries: developed, emerging middle-income, 
emerging low-income and poor/stagnated. Mobility 



 6 

and freeze in the international system. The 
complexity of relations between developed, emerging 
and poor. The stagnation of WTO and the failure of 
the Doha Round. 
 
2.2. The differential competitiveness of countries as a 
pillar of the generation of prosperity. The major 
international economic expansion cycle, since early 
2003 until mid-2008 (the longest and most intense in 
history) centered in Chimerica (Chinese-American 
interdependence). The increasing willingness to risk 
among economic agents, sub-prime mortgages, the 
constant injection of liquidity by the US Fed, the 
unlimited expansion of financial derivatives. The 
global value chains and intensified globalization / 
productive and technological fragmentation. Intra-
firm trade and inter-firm trade as the axis of the 
world trading system. The failure of Mercosul to have 
meaningful participation in the Global Value Chains. 
 
2.3. The collapse of the international financial system 
in September 2008. The difficulties to restore 
confidence in the international credit system. The 
global economic recession from fourth quarter 2008 
to first quarter 2009, the recovery in emerging 
markets since second quarter 2009. The impact of 
recession on the dynamic cooperation / conflict in the 
international system. The severe fiscal crisis in 
Europe and the serious debt problems of Greece, 
Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Italy and Cyprus. The crisis of 
the Euro. The great vulnerability of the European 
construction: monetary union without fiscal 
unification. The beginning of the partial overcoming 
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the Euro crisis in the second half of 2013. Great 
dynamism of emerging countries (particularly China 
and India) from 2010 to 2013 acting as the engine of 
world economy. The momentum of BRICS. The 
extraordinary growth of China in the 2010-2013 
period (11% per year) and the increasing of 
imbalances: shadow banking, housing bubble 
formation, uncontrolled pollution, and expansion of 
anti-pollution social movements. The commodities 
super-boom (2005-2013) and the creation of new 
type of imbalances in the world economy. 
 
2.4. The US recovery since 2013, moving to around 
2% a year growth. The end of dynamism of Russian 
economy in 2014. The dilemmas of the Chinese elite 
to move from a development model based on exports 
to one based on the domestic market. Changes in the 
Communist Party and China's entry into a new level 
of annual growth since 2014: 6% to 7%. Impact of 
China's new level of growth on commodity exporters, 
particularly Latin America. The victory of opposition 
Modi pro-market in Indian election of May 2014 and 
the amazing economic recovery in India in the second 
half of 2014. The end of super-commodity boom in 
second half 2014 with dramatic fall in oil price. Causal 
complexity at the end of super-commodity boom. 
Excess manufacturing capacity in China.   
 
2.5.  Globalization, markets, demography, democracy, 
climate change and technological revolution. From 
Globalization to Hyper-globalization: the fourth 
industrial revolution and fast dissemination of 
artificial intelligence. Growing speed in connectivity: 
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material and communicational. Stagnation of global 
trade and dramatic growth in data flow. The data 
produced between August 2015 and December 2016 
is approximately equivalent to all data previously 
produced by Humanity. It is estimated that around 
2020 the data produced in two months will be 
equivalent to all the data produced previously by 
Humanity.  
 
 
2.6. The secularization of societies. Gradual erosion of 
patriarchy in most societies at very different speeds. 
Advances in gender equality in business, politics, 
public administration and social organizations. The 
gender equity in Nordic countries as reference for the 
world. Patriarchy and religions. Religions where 
Patriarchy has more resilience: Islam and Hinduism.  
Religions where gender equity has advanced more: 
parts of classical Protestantism.  Declining of 
Catholicism and rise of Evangelical Protestantism in 
Latin America. The conservative rise within 
Catholicism with Pope Benedict 16 (2005-2013). 
Pope Francisco since 2013, shaped by Argentinian 
Peronism: anti-capitalism, social progressiveness and 
partial theological openness.   
Increasing radicalism and violence in Islam, within 
Sunni versus Shiites, against the rest among sectors of 
Sunnis.   
 
 
3- Five types of political regimes: Democracies, 
Hybrids, Authoritarian, 
Totalitarian and Semi-anarchical. 
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3.1. Democracies. Procedural Minimum as necessary 
condition of democracy: free elections with free 
access to means of election campaign by all parties, 
rule of law and meritocracy: almost the entire civil 
service career and highly qualified. Complete 
separation between State and party in government, 
unrestricted freedom of press and political 
association, monopoly of legitimate violence by the 
State, separation of powers, full Independence of the 
Judiciary from of the Executive and Legislative 
branches, independence of Legislative from 
Executive. Full subordination of the military and 
security forces to civil power. Quality of Democracy. 
Classification of Democracies: High, Medium and Low 
Quality.   
Examples: European Union (excepting Hungary), 
United States, Japan, South Korea, Brazil, Chile, India, 
Tunisia, South Africa.  
 
3.2. Hybrid regimes. Semi-competitive elections, with 
restrictions to organizing capacity and propaganda of 
the opposition parties. Massive use of state 
machinery by the ruling party. Subordination of the 
Judiciary and the Legislature to the Executive. In 
some cases, erosion of the monopoly of legitimate 
violence in state hands. Autonomy of military and 
security forces. Erosion of Rule of Law. Civil service 
filled in large part by political appointees. Charismatic 
leadership centralizes power.  
Examples: Venezuela 1999-2014; Bolivia since 2006, 
Russia 1991-2013; Morocco and Jordan since 2011; 
Iran, Malaysia, Thailand, Turkey since 2016   
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3.3. Authoritarian regimes. One-party system or 
hegemonic party. Non elections or elections with 
guaranteed more than 90% votes for the ruling party. 
Personalist authoritarian dictator or institutionalized 
dictatorship based on the ruling party or the military, 
with rotation in top positions. Limited pluralism 
within the power elite and tolerated small opposition 
sectors. 
Examples: Russia since 2014; China, Vietnam, Egypt, 
Emirates, Kuwait, Cuba.  
 
3.4. Totalitarian regimes. Society controlled entirely 
by the State. Government by the systematic 
intimidation or terror. Central role of political police. 
Absence of restricted political pluralism.  
Examples: North Korea, Saudi Arabia 
 
3.5. Semi-anarchical situations. Loss of the monopoly 
of legitimate violence by the State. Big power of 
organized crime and sectorial militias. Extreme 
political fragmentation. National economy at risk of 
disintegration. In the extreme, semi-anarchical 
situations lead to widespread civil war and the end of 
the nation state.  
Examples: Venezuela since 2015, Congo, Libya, 
Afghanistan, Syria since 2013 (is completely 
anarchical).   
 
 
4. The most important areas of geopolitical 
conflict in the international system in the current 
situation: 
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4.1. Greater Middle East: Israel, Palestine, Syria, 
Lebanon, Turkey, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Jordan, Iran, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, sultanates of the Persian Gulf, 
Yemen, USA, European Union, Russia and China. 
 
4.2. The gradual reconstruction of the authoritarian 
state with Putin (2000-2016), the power of the 
political police and the new military assertiveness. 
The crisis in Georgia and Ukraine. The Russian 
intervention and limited civil war in Ukraine, the 
annexation of Crimea. The conflict between Russia 
and the EU and US. The perceived Russian threat in 
the Baltic countries, Poland, Moldova, Ukraine and 
Georgia. The revival of the "ghosts" of the late 1930s: 
use the argument of national minorities for invasion 
and annexation of territories. The Russian economic 
crisis derived from Western sanctions and the 
dramatic oil price fall in the second half of 2014.  
 
4.3. China, Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, Vietnam and 
the US in South and Central China Seas.  
 
4.4. North Korea, South Korea, Japan, China, Russia 
and the US on the Korean Peninsula. 
 
4.5. Pakistan and India. 
 
 
5. Global Governance. 
 
5.1. UN increasing limits as inter-state organization in 
a world increasingly globalized and transnational. 
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Economic, security (terrorism, proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, Failed States and the 
Insecurity Dilemma, transnational crimes), climate / 
environmental and migration / human rights. 
 
5.2. The refugee crisis in Europe 2015-17 and its 
impact on the European Union: the biggest wave of 
refugees since the end of World War II. The 
strengthening of xenophobic nationalist parties. The 
intertwining of migration issues in the European 
Union and the crisis of Syrian/Afghan/African 
refugees in their boiling point: a favorable vote to exit 
the EU in the British referendum. The European 
crossroad in 2017: election in The Netherlands, 
France, Germany, and Italy.  
Beyond the European Union: Regionalism in crisis. 
 
 
6- The rise of global warming (combination of 
economy, environment and security) to the center 
of the international system. 
 
The perception of a significant part of the world elites 
about the new climate change risk level. The Paris 
Agreement of 2015: limits and potential. De-
carbonization prospects of global energy matrix with 
the growing importance of:  the complex solar, wind, 
smart grid, batteries; biofuels; nuclear; geothermal; 
and, hydrogen fuel cell.  
The revolution of shale gas and unconventional oil 
exploration and the new world energy geopolitics. 
The two systems under discussion to promote the 
transition to a low carbon economy: caps and trade 
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and carbon tax. Advantages and disadvantages of 
each one. The dramatic shift in the international 
politics of climate change with Trump presidency 
aligned with a climate denier Republican Congress.  
The limits of mitigation and adaptation to climate 
change. The emerging of debate about Climate 
Engineering or Geo-engineering options: Carbon 
Dioxide Removal (CDR) and Solar Radiation 
Management (SRM).  The governance of Geo-
engineering.  
 
 
7- The nine planetary boundaries, Rockstrom 
(Stockholm Resilience Centre) and the safe 
operating space for humanity: 
 
Climate change; Biodiversity extinction; Nitrogen 
cycle; 
Fresh water scarcity; Land use change/soil loss; 
Depletion of the ozone layer; Ocean acidification, 
Global pollution by aerosols, Global chemical 
contamination. The international system poor 
response to the ultra-passing of planetary 
boundaries. 
 
 
8. The impact of Obama presidency on the 
international system. 
 
8.1. Changes in public opinion and political elites 
about defense and US foreign policies. Changes in the 
US perception of the world and its impact on 
cooperation relationship / conflict in the 
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international system. The evolution of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars. Dissonance between discourse and 
behavior in the Obama administration. The 
reestablishment of diplomatic relations between the 
US and Cuba. The emergence of the Tea Party in 2010, 
the extreme polarization of American politics and 
growing dis-functionality in the political system. 
Success and limits of "pivoting toward Pacific". The 
negotiations of the Free Trade Agreement US / EU 
and the Asia-Pacific Economic Partnership. 
 
8.2. Obama second term gives priority to climate 
change, but limited by Republican Congress. Ruling 
domestic de-carbonization through Executive Order. 
Dissonance between rhetoric and implementation in 
priority to mitigation and adaptation to climate 
change.  
 
8.3. The nuclear deal with Iran: resistance of 
Republicans, Israel and Saudi Arabia. Dramatic 
changes in Israeli and Palestinian politics. The erosion 
of two states formula driven by 
Netanyahu/Hamas/Iran.  
 
8.4. The demoralization of the US and Europe in the 
Syrian Civil War. The emergence and rapid 
development of Islamic State in 2013-14. Similarities 
and differences between Al Qaeda and the Islamic 
State. ISIS and the massacres of Shiite Muslims, 
Christians, moderate Sunni Muslims and other 
religious minorities. The attraction of ISIS on 
European and American young people resentful with 
the West. The attacks in Paris (November 2015); 
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Brussels (March 2016), Nice (July 2016) and Berlin 
(December 2016) and the globalization of ISIS 
terrorism. The wave of global terrorist attacks and 
other violent events in producing anxiety and fear in 
global public opinion and a feeling of world out of 
control. The military defeat of ISIS in Iraq in 2016-17 
and the partial defeat in Syria (2016-17).  The wide 
coalition that destroyed ISIS in Iraq: Kurdish militias, 
Xia militias, Iraq Army, USA air force and special 
troops, Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard. The 
fighters of ISIS in Syria: Kurdish militias supported by 
USA, Syrian Army, Lebanon Hezbollah, Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard, Russian military, Turkish 
military. Turkish attempts to destroy Kurdish militias.   
 
8.5. American primary elections in 2016: the 
emergence and rise of Trump as an expression of new 
authoritarian/populist/isolationist right in the US. 
The US election in November 2016 as a crossroads of 
the democratic world: Trump expressed isolationism, 
aggressive nationalism, trade protectionism, 
authoritarianism and fossil fuels development; 
Clinton represented globalization, global governance, 
free trade, democracy and de-carbonization. 
 
 
9. The questioning of the authoritarian regimes in 
Iran and the Arab world; advances and setbacks 
(2009-2017) 
 
9.1. Similarities and heterogeneity: Iran, Tunisia, 
Egypt, Bahrain, Libya, Morocco, Syria and Jordan. The 
quadruple dynamic among: autocratic regimes, 



 16 

secular democratic opposition, democratic Islamic 
opposition and radical Islamist opposition. The 
double standard in Western democratic promotion. 
The civil war in Syria and its direct impact in 
Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. The 
end of Syria as a nation state, fragmentation and 
anarchy. The Russian military intervention (2015-17) 
and the Aleppo genocide.  
 
9.2. American ambivalence in policy toward Egypt. 
The return of the military Autocracy in Egypt in 2013: 
the failure of the Muslim Brotherhood in the 
government, the repression of extreme/ moderate 
Islam and secular democratic opposition. Greater 
autonomy of the Egyptian military with respect to US 
and new alliance with Saudi Arabia, UAE and Bahrain. 
The advance of authoritarian forces led by Erdogan in 
Turkey. The paralysis of the democratic forces. 
Gulenism and the influence of Sufism in Turkey. The 
partial incorporation of Kurds in Turkish political life. 
The failed military coup and the establishment of an 
authoritarian regime headed by Erdogan in July 2016. 
The most extensive and deep repression in a middle-
income country since the 1970’s. The lack of response 
of Western Democracies to the establishment of 
Erdogan dictatorship.  
 
 
10. Development and Entropy in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 
 
10.1.  International and intra-national heterogeneity 
in economic growth. Some African economies among 



 17 

the highest rates of growth in the world in the last 
decade: Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Mozambique, Tanzania, 
Rwanda, Kenya; Cameroon, Senegal, Uganda, 
Botswana, Angola, Ghana. The accelerated 
exploitation of natural resources and the extensive 
growth of corruption. The extremely complex process 
of democratization in Africa.  
 
10.2. Inter-state conflicts and civil wars. Weak states 
and Failed states. The spread of Islamic radicalism. 
South Africa and Kenya as the organization's centers 
in sub-Saharan Africa. Congo Kinshasa, Somalia, South 
Sudan, Mali and Zimbabwe as entropy centers. The 
ambivalent role of Nigeria and the advance of radical 
Islam. The massive expansion of China in Africa since 
early 2000. The recent expansion of India, Brazil and 
Persian Gulf countries in Africa. The different drivers.  
 
 
11. Globalization, democracy, populism, 
corruption and drug trafficking Latin America. 
 
11.1. The gap between the integrationist speeches 
and particularistic and fragmented dynamics in South 
America. The clear predominance of national 
interests and short-term ambitions of the elites over 
the build up of a supranational interest and regional 
identity. Stagnation and change of nature (from semi-
open regionalism to closed regionalism) of Mercosul 
and the collapse of the Andean Community of Nations. 
The emergence and development of the Pacific 
Alliance as open regionalism: Mexico, Colombia, Peru 
and Chile. Rise and Decline of the Bolivarian 
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Alternative for Latin America. The dis-functionality of 
the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization. The 
very limited role of UNASUR. The Free Trade 
Agreement of Central America and the Caribbean.  
 
11.2. Rise and decline of  Venezuela/Cuba Axis in the 
Caribbean. The dramatic power increase of drug 
cartels in Mexico: successes and failures of the 
repressive policy of Calderon (2006-2012); defensive 
policy Peña Nieto. The economic reforms of Peña 
Nieto (2012-16) and its impact on the relative 
attractiveness of Latin American economies. The 
reestablishment of relations between the US and 
Cuba in 2015 and its impact on local society and Latin 
America. 
 
11.3. The four major types of countries in Latin 
America in 2017: 
11.3.1. Mexico, Chile, Uruguay, Peru, Colombia, 
Panama and Costa Rica as countries that consolidate 
the market economy, advance in terms of 
representative democracy (with the exception of 
Mexico) and integration into the international 
system; 
 
11.3.2. Venezuela, Cuba, Bolivia, Ecuador and 
Nicaragua as countries with authoritarian or hybrid 
regimes challenging the market economy, 
redistributing income by short-term populist policies, 
erosion of investment and challenging the 
international system. 
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11.3.3. The unique position of Brazil: low-quality 
democracy with improved income distribution, state 
institutions partially colonized by parties from 
government coalition, high corruption imbricating 
political class with large companies and erosion of 
market economy due to erratic state interference in 
the economy (increased crony capitalism). The 
strength of Brazilian control institutions. The 
extraordinary increase in power of Judiciary, Public 
Prosecutor and Federal Police to raise the quality of 
rule of law and democracy. The deep economic, 
political and moral crisis of Brazil in 2013-17. The 
impeachment of Rousseff in 2016 and the double face 
of the Temer government: economic modernizer from 
one side and protector of corrupt political class from 
the other side.  
 
11.3.4. The unique position of Argentina: economy 
isolated from international financial markets, very 
low-quality democracy with weak institutions; the 
extraordinary growth in share of people dependent 
on state assistance plans (around 40% in 2016). The 
victory of center-right candidate Macri in the 
elections of October 2015 and changes in economy 
and politics in 2016. 
 
11.4. The greatest potential for conflict in Latin 
America: polarized internal confrontation in 
Venezuela with the possibility of anarchy and low-
intensity civil war; and, erosion in the monopoly of 
legitimate violence held by the state due to the 
extraordinary power of drug trafficking in Mexico, 
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Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Suriname, 
Paraguay and Bolivia.  
 
11.5. The evolution of US relations with key countries 
in South America. The increase of Chinese economic 
presence in South America: ranking Venezuela, 
Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru, Argentina and Brazil. The huge 
Chinese losses in Venezuela and the changing strategy 
in favor of market friendly economies.   
 
11.6. Rise and Decline of Brazil as an emerging power 
(2004-2017).  
 
 
12. The Trump administration and changes in the 
international system 
 
12.1. The four major political groups inside the 
Trump administration: the Alter Right (lead by Steve 
Bannon) the Tea Party (lead by Ted Cruz), the 
Trumpists (followers of Trump with pragmatism) and 
the Historical Republicans (two major sectors lead by 
John McCain and Paul Ryan).  A fragmented 
government? For how long?  
 
12.2. Where Trump and Republicans in Congress 
converge: more hard policy in public security; 
reduction in corporate taxation; undermining climate 
and low carbon energy policies; repealing Obama 
care; strengthening deportation of undocumented; 
conservative appointments in the Supreme Court; 
increasing the defense budget; more confrontational 
policies in relation to Radical Islam;  
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12.3. Where there are major differences within 
Trump coalition:  major expanding of infrastructure 
spending with fiscal deficit, Russia, NATO, European 
Union, global trade, diminishing legal immigration; 
more confrontational policies in relation to China, 
degree of re-negotiation of NAFTA.  
 
12.4. Main domestic opposition to Trump: high tech 
global corporations (Silicon Valley and beyond); 
corporations invested in low carbon technologies; 
liberal civil society; Democratic Party, some 
important state governments (California, Washington, 
New York, Massachusetts).   
 
12.5. Likely international reactions to the Trump 
administration: increasing nationalism in Mexico, 
Russia, China, Iran and growing nationalist 
oppositions in the European Union; increase in 
defense spending all over the world; increase in 
authoritarian and populist trends in most countries of 
the world; stagnation in global trade.   
 
12.6. Erosion of the liberal order. Germany pillar of 
the liberal order both in relation to globalization and 
democracy. China pillar of the liberal order in relation 
to globalization.  Russia, the main spoiler of the 
liberal order.  
 
 
2. EVALUATION 
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Classes begin at 17:00 o’clock. Students arriving until 
half an hour later, have ½ absent, those who arrive 
after half an hour have full absent. It is highly 
recommended not to miss any classes - each class 
lasts 1 hour and 50 minutes, from 17:00 till 18:50 and 
from 19:10 to 21:00 -, although it is permissible to be 
absent up to 6 classes. Who is absent between 7 and 9 
classes will receive one lower degree compared with 
the correspondent for his/her participation and final 
paper. Who is absent 10 or more classes will be 
reproved.  
 
All students HAVE TO ASK QUESTIONS AND MAKE 
COMMENTS CONTINUOUSLY about the lectures, the 
required reading and the international situation 
during the week. Doctorate students must participate 
more frequently and densely than Master students.  
 
It is essential to be well informed. The most 
recommended sources are (ranked): The Economist, 
New York Times, Financial Times, BBC News, CNN 
International, El Pais; Estado de Sao Paulo, Valor 
Economico; Globo News.  
 
The final evaluation will be based on two parts: 
 
1. A paper produced at the end of the semester 
relating a subject of the respective thesis and 
dissertations with the bibliography and debates in 
class. Length of paper for master students should be 
between 3,000 and 5,000 words, for PhD students 
between 7,000 and 9,000 words. Weight: 50%. Due 
the last class: June 28.  
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2. Participation in class. Weight: 50%. 
 
 
3. BIBLIOGRAPHY    
Each 2 classes (1 day) there will be an assignment 
of around 80/100 pages. Not all bibliography 
listed below will be used. There will be some new 
bibliography added during the course to be used.  
 
Buzan, Barry. A World Without Superpowers: 
Decentralized Globalism. In: International Relations, 
2011, 25/3.   
 
BROOKS, Stephen & WOHLFORRTH, William   The 
Once and Future Superpower. Why China Won’t 
Overtake the United States. IN: Foreign Affairs, 95/3, 
May/June 2016.  
 
FERSTEIN, Martin  The Fed’s Unconventional 
Monetary Policy. Why Danger 
Lies Ahead.  IN; Foreign Affairs, 95/3, May-June 2016 
 
Foreign Affairs, Out of Order? The Future of the 
International System. January-February 2017 
 
Foreign Affairs, Trump Times. March-April 2017.  
 
Ikenberry, John. The Future of the Liberal Order: 
Internationalism after America. In: Foreign Affairs. 
May / June 2011.  
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IRWIN, Douglas  The Truth About Trade. What critics 
get wrong about the global economy.  IN: Foreign 
Affairs, 95/4, July/August 2016 
 
Khanna, Parag Connectography. Mapping the Future 
of Global Civilization. New York, Random House, 2016 
 
KOTKIN, Stephen   Russia’s Perpetual Geopolitics. 
Putin Returns to the Historical Pattern.  IN: Foreign 
Affairs  95/3, May/June 2016 
 
MERSHEIMER, John & WALT, Stephen   The Case for 
Offshore Balancing. A Superior U.S. Grand Strategy. 
IN: Foreign Affairs, 95/4, July/August 2016 
 
SLAUGHTER, Anne-Marie. America's Edge Power in 
the Networked Century. Foreign Affairs, January / 
February 2009.  
 
STEINMEIER, Frank   Germany’s New Global Role. 
Berlin Steps Up.  IN: Foreign Affairs, 95/4, 
July/August 2016.  
 
STRATFOR. Strategic Forecast, 2017 
 
VIOLA, Eduardo; FRANCHINI, Matias and RIBEIRO, 
Thais Climate Governance in an International System 
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